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Future New York enings 


Courtin’ Time. Musical adaptation of “The Farmer's Wife" by William Roos. Starring 
Joe E, Brown and Billie Worth...Seventeene Musical version by Sally Benson of Booth 
Tarkington classice Cast includes Ann Crowley, Kenneth Nelson and Frank Albertsonee. 
Two on the Aisle. Bert Lahr, Dolores Gray and Colette Marchart star in revue with music 
by Jule Styne. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


Oklahoma-Broadway, 5/29/51. With but minor reservations, the national company of 
the long run Rodgers and Hammerstein hit musical drew unanimous salutes from daily re~ 
viewers. All welcomed back an old friend whose originality, freshness and charm had 
been retained. Patricia Northrup and Ridge Bard rated top applause. In production 
restaged by Jerome Whyte, sets and costumes by Lemuel Ayres and dances by Agnes De 
Mille 2gain were highlighted. Guernsey, Herald Tribune, noted that present version 
lacked individual sparkle of original. While Pollock, Compass, believed some of the 
cast still needs more seasoning. Several noted that lilt and mellowness of songs had 
lessened, while story still retained interest. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, loved 
show so much thet he wes almost tempted to sing the familiar lyrics aloud. Rice, Post, 
w8s sO moved that he filed his rave report in the form of a boastful Oklahomian. Garland 
Journal American, discovered that the lavish adjectives applied in the 1943 reviews can 
still apply today. 


idiot's Delight-City Center, 5/22/51. Trade paper critics and Gabriel, Cue, praised 
limited run City Theatre Company revival of Robert EB. Sherwood's Pulitzer Prize winner. 
Though Bron, Variety, and Francis, Billboard, considered the serious side of the anti- 
war play vastly out of date, they both recommended show as worth staging and seeing. 
This was mainly due to the fine performances of Lee Tracy and Ruth Chatterton. Director 
George Schaefer wes blamed for slowing up the proceedings. Cue appraiser considers 
script one of the Americen greats. It was an still is a giant-size sensation whose 
theme still stands up. 


A Tree Grows in Brooklyn-Alvin, 4/19/51. Ditch water dullness is the sole connect- 
ing quelity in the George Abbott-Betty Smith adaptation of the Smith novel, comments 
Shipley, New Leadere The craze of turning other works into musicals has finally hit bot- 
tom with this adaptation to end all adaptationse The tale is unsuited to superficial 
movements of a musicale The development is dull. the dialogue is wooden and it has 
little humor. 


Fditorisl Pros & Cons 


For once the critics aren't being blamed. Jose Ferrer, Stalag 17 and Twentieth 
Century producer, told "Drama Desk" luncheon he is through with matinee openingse Not 
because he feared the early afternoon wrath of the reviewers, but because the afternoon 
premiere audiences are filled with “matinee women" who sit on their hands at comedies. 


News & Notes 
McCord, Herald Tribune, vacetioning in Europe...Powers Gouard, WCAU, ill with 
heart attacks in Philadelphia Jefferson Hospital...North Mast Airlines planning “show 


plane" from Minneapolis...Fquity raised $50,000 from art sale at Whitney Museum... 
Trumans attended Mr. Roberts in Washington, D.C. 
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le NY Times 11. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 

2e NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22- Commonweal 

3e NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 236 Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. Chr. Science Monitor 
5. NY Compass 15. Ward Morehouse 25. Sate Review Lit. 

6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7e NY Journal American 17. Variety 27. Time 

8. World Telegram & Sun 18, Billboerd 28. Nation 

9. Brooklyn Fagle 19. Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 

10. Newark News 20- New Leader 30. New Yorker 


Shows are rated ss to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
"So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
Unless otherwise noted critics voted “Pro”. 


hits. 


an entertaining or stimu,ating evening. 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50. 


CALL ME MADAM-10-12-50. 
DARKNESS AT NOON-1/13/51. 


ANT. /14/51, 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDFS-12/8/50. 
GRAMERCY GHOST-4/23/51. 


GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50, 
HE HAPPY TIMB-1/24/50, 


THE KING AND I-3/29/51. 


KISS ME KATE-12/21/48. 
MAKE A WISH-4/18/51. 


THE MUON {S BLUE-3/8/51. 
THE ROSE TATTO0-2/3/51. 


SEASON IN THE SUN-9/28/50. 

SOUTH PACIFIC-4/8/49, 

STALAG 17-5/8/51. 

A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51. 


TWENTIETH CENTURY=12/24/50. 


Cons 


Nonet 16=21-23-28, 

Cont 18=19-28-29. So-Sos 3. 
Cont 
Nonet 25-28. So-Sos 5-12-13-23. 

Cons 1-2-6 
None? 

Cons 6-28. So-Sos 14-18-22-23-27. 

Nonet 21-25. 

Cont 
Nones 13-15-1641 9=20-21-23=24-28-29, 

Cons 28. 

Cont 

Nones 10-21. 

Con: 28. None: 1921. 


Nones 16-21. 


Cons 29.6 None: 21-28. 

Cont 
Nonet 19-21-25. 

Cont 14-19. Nones 21-25-28. 
Cons 
None: 12-20-22. 

Cont 9-11-20-24-28, 
Nonet 7-13-15-16-21. 
Cont 27¢ None’ 


So-Sos 10. 


Cont 4=23+28-30. 
Nonet 13-19-20-21. 
Cont 2-7-14-18-20-25-27=28,. 
Nones 15-19-21. 

Cont 5-21-24-28, 

Nonet 4-14-15-16. 


So-Sot 3. 


' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' ; 
- 


CAST INVITES GIBBS...Stalag 17 cast members issued invitations on NBT New York Close-Up 
to Gibbs, New Yorker, to revisit their play. A free dinner, and tickets would be 
provided by cast. Claiming that reviewer was sole critic to pan production, they 
sought to discover the reasone One suggestion was that Gibbs may have had an upset 
stomach; another remarked that many found play funnier than even Gibbs’ Season in 
the Sune If Gibbs on his return visit could fill a thimble full of tears from his 
laughter, they would also offer him a free ticket to the "Pint Parade", admission 
for which was one pint of blood. 


COLUMN TIPS.e.eA New York critic will be called by crime probers to explain left wing 
group links, reports Winchell...Nina Foch is suing National Theatre and King Lear 
producers for “permanent injuries" received in fall due to allegedly faulty scenery 
whispers Kilgallen. 


CAPSULE CRITIQUES...Latest group of pun titles from Phillips, WT&S, includes: A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn-Desire Under the Rubber Plantse..The Kiuy and I-God Save the 
Queene. .Flahooley-Toys in Babeland..»Gramercy Ghost-A Wraith Grows in Manhattan. 


FINAL COMMITTEE...A committee to find out what happened to all the committees formed to 
help the theatre, suggested by "Show Business" editorial. While groups continue 
to make studies, theatre going public grows smaller and smaller. 


NBW VENTURES SALUTED..»River Players, showboat making Ohio River ports with modern 
Broadway plays congratulated by Burr, Playbill, as an excellent way to keep the 
marvelous tradition of showboats alive...Eqity Library Theatre Scrapbook Produc- 
tions may very well be the most important single factor in the movement to bring 
people back to the theatre, predicts Rice, Post. 


MORE AWARDS YET..»Billy Budd picked by “Outer Circle" as best play of season...Flahooley 
received Ripley award for best costumed show...Robert Alda, Guys and Dolls, named 
Father of the Year by National Fathers Day Committee...Sobol, Journal American, 
picked as "columnist with neatest hair comb" -by Kree Institute of Blectrolysis. 


RUN-OUTS DAMAGE...Actors who quit hit plays come the magic date of June 2 are doing 
themselves a great injustice, insists Chapman, News. The public ultimately loses 
its affection for people it cannot trust. The take-a-powder habit is doing great 
damage to the theatre for the very same reason. The critic is growing weary and 
mistrustful of temporary actors. 


CRITICAL RATINGS..eBillboard'’s tabulations of critical accuracy finds that fill-in cri- 
tics McClain, Journal American and Guernsey, Herald Tribune, top chart with ratings 
of 82.2. Figures are based on number of productions they rightly predicted as 
“hits”. Term referring to shows that go over 100 times. Runners-up were Barnes, 
Herald Tribune (7665), Coleman, Mirror (75.4), Watts, Post (75), Atkinson, Times 
(732), Hawkins, WT&S (72.2), Pollock, Compass (69.9) and Chapman, News (63.6). 


Shows that closed include The Autumn Garden, The Country Girl...Bell, Book and Candle 


is closing temporarily, reopening date will be announced..e."Drama Desk" voted to include 
out-of-town theatre writers as members..eMark Barron, AP, waiting for “invitation” from 
Army, reports Walker...Nancy Coleman, wife of Whitney Bolton, Morning Telegraph, signed 
for Flitch Gardens summer season at DenvereeeMarc Connelly and Rosamond Gilder represent 
UeSe at International Theatre Institute in Oslo...Tyson-Sullivan and Newman's ticket 

agencies ignored fee increase, all others charged $1.00...Claudia Cassidy, Chicago Tri- 
bune, leaving for three month European tripeee"Angels" made money on only 15 per cent of 
shows they invested in in 1950-1951, Show Business reports. 
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Green Room Department ' 
* Theatre News Round Up ' 


MILTON STIEFEL..eIvoryton, Conn, Playhouse producer charted problems of summer 
theatre operator to Morehouse, WT&S, as a hard life, where the risk is great and the 

profits frequently negligible. The reason he sticks to it is because of the investment 
involvede Audiences demand for name stars has forced summer theatre prices from $1.00 
to $3260. The apprentice racket has been pretty well straightened out. 


DAVID DIAMONDe.eeThe Rose Tattoo composer expressed great surprise that George Jean 
Nathan panned the Olivia De Havilland production of Romeo and Juliet so unmercifully the 
critic left after the first intermission. The composer chatted with Tennessee Williams 
on CBS Inviation to Musice Williams agreed that Nathan has @ murderous, brilliant writ- 
ing style that is hard to match. 


JOHN PRICSON..-Stalag 17 actor hasn't let his sudden success go to his head, 
Sheaffer, Bagle, discovered. When asked how he felt about it he gave a simple and elo- 
quent answer that summarizes the hope of all the young unknowns in the professions ‘I 
feel like a working actor, and that's a good feeling.’ 


Stalag 17-48th St. Theatre, 5/8/51. Hatch, New Republic, and Kerr, Commonweal, 
agreed that “comedy-melodrama" has absolutely no depthe But it does provide a wonder- 
fully, exciting evening in the theatre by a well-acted, well-directed cast. latter 
thought script could stand a bit of timming, and that some of the performances could 
be better timed; but these are minor flaws in a good show. Director-producer Jose 
Ferrer was ranked as one of the few creative directors of our time by Rice, Post. 
Drama editor had viewed half finished script done at Lamb's Club Showcase and marveled 
how Ferrer got the authors to accomplish a six month job of rewriting in a matter of 
weeks. 


Flahooley-Broadhurst, 5/14/51. Over-all novelty found in Harburg-Saidy “magical 
musical” is more than enough to win George Jean Nathan's approval. Except for some 
sour puns and mediocre show tunes, the evening is well spent. Nathan was interested to 
find that his colleagues would rather have dull non-significant plays than amusing so- 
cial significant onese Crisler, Christian Science Monitor, panned musical for being so 
complex that even authors couldn't break the codee While Marshall, Nation, who enjoyed 
the Baird Marionettes best of all, couldn't recommend show because it didn't live up to 
high level of first acte Neither Nathan nor Marshall thought much of unusual singing 
talents of Yma Sumac, though younger members of cast were praised. 


Gramercy Ghost=-Morosco, 4/26/51. No one, not even Winston Churchill, could save 
the John Cecil Holm farce in which Sarah Churchill is starring, states Brown, Saturday 
Reviewe But the actress herself has a modest authority and an agreeable deftness at 
farcee Eleanor Roosevelt, WT&S, enjoyed star in the most delightful little play. 


' Legit Stuff ' 


Package Publicity offering services to 31 summer theatres...sHerald Tribune received 
$1.33 check from George Bernard Shaw, but didn't know why it was writtene.Five plays 
using two-for-one tickets to stimulate businesseeeFifty pairs of tickets were raffled 
off at “Pint Parade"...Color comics from Daily News printed on 350 yards of material for 
London company of South Pacific...Alvin and Hammerstein Theatre landlords exchanging 
leases again for three more yearse.eVernon Rice, Post, Hal Eaton, LeIePress, and Leo 
Shull, Show Business, elected vice-president, treasurer and secretary of “Drama Desk". 


Digests of Current Reviews ' 


